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XVIIL. A Letter from Edward Wilmot,
M. D. F. R.S. and one of His Majefty’s
Phyficians, &c. to the Prefident of zhe Royal
Society, ferving to inclofe the two following
Papers :

1. Of the extraordinary Effects of Musk in
Convulfrve Diforders; by J. Wall, M.D.

2. Of the Effelts of the Tunquinefe Medi-
cine 3 by Alex. Reid, Efguire.

S IR,
Read Dec. zo. § Nclofed you have fome Obfervations
1744 upon the Virtues of Musk, from Dr.

Wall, an eminent Phyfician at Worcefler. 1 have
likewife fent you an Account, I have procured from
my ingenious Friend Mr. Reid, of the Event of fome
Experiments made by him with the fame Drug ; which,
being communicated to his Friends, gave Occafion,
probably, to the liberal Ufe of Musk, of late Yecars
in Practice here.  As both thefe Accounts well merit
the Attention of the Public, I could with they might
be both printed in the fame Tranfa&tion. Iam, with
great Refpedt,

SIR,
Fermyn-Street, Tour moft obedient,
Nov. 22.
1744 moft bumble Servant,
E, Wilmot.
L
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L

Of the extraordinany Effeéts of Musk in Con-
vulfrve Diforders 5 by J. Wall, M.D.

IT feems highly probable, that the Virtues of (eve-
ral Articles in the Materia Medicaare not hitherto
fully diftoverced, or well afcertained, from Want of
due Attention to their proper Dofes.” The Succefs
of fome Medicines, we know, depends upon This;
vz, That a determinate Quantity be given within a
certain Space of Time; fo that if Lefs than thac be
ufed, it {cldom proves of Ule. Of this the Bark is
a well known Inftance ; and the ingenious Dr. Hales
has obfcrved the fame of Soap (). It is not impro-
bable, that the like might be found to hold good in
many other Mcdicines, were their Operations carc-
fully enough attended to : A Difcovery this, much to
be wiflv'd for,as it would probably furnith us with ancw
Set of Specifics; and thereby enable us to cure feveral
Dittempers, which at prefent, bafle our Skill. Of
.the Realonablencfs of which Conjiéture the Subjeit
of this Paper fcems no contemptibie Inftance.

Musk, and other Perfumes of the fame Tribe, have
been long celcbrated as excellent Antifpafmodics ;
but, as they are ufually ordered in very fmall Quan-
tities, they are feldom found to anfiver the Expecia-
tions of the Preferiver.  The Miftake feems to have
taken its Rife from hence; That moft Perfons ima-

gining

(@; A:count of fome Experimen:s on Mrs. Szephbens’s Melicines.
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gining the medicinal Virtues of thefe Drugs to con-
fitt in their Fragrancy 5 and finding that a very fmall
Quantity in Subftance would communicate its Smell
to a very large Vehicles in their Prefcriptions
therefore they have ufually order’d fo much only
as was requifite to give the whole Compofition an
agrceable Perfume. But the Cafe is widely dif-
ferent; for as a very {mall Quantity of Musk, Civert,
&¢. when properly open’d and diluted, will yield a
much greater, as well as a more agreeable Fragrancy,
than a large Parcel without fuch Preparation: So
the Smecll of the Perfume is otten found ro be of
Diffcrvice, where the Subftance, inwardiy taken, pro-
duces the happiclt Effetts; as Ermauller and others
have obferved.

Moft of the Writers on Pharmacy feem extremely
cautious about the Ufe of Musk; and therefore di-
re@ it only in cxceeding fmall Quantitics. In very
few of their Compofitions docs the Dofe of it reach
fo high as a Grain; and the higheft that I meet with
is not above five Grains (@'. DBut the Chinefe, who
arc much better acquainted with the Nature and Ufes

of

(a) In Fuller’s Fulap. Mofchat. & Miffur. Mofihat. the Quantity
for 2 Dofe is not half a Grain: In the Pill. Solenandri & Syucopales
only two Grains. Bates, in all the Compofitions where Musk enters,
orders it only in the Quanii'y of half .a Grain toa Dofe; excepting
only in the Fulap. Hyfteric. Mofthat. He gives it to the Quantity of
five Grains. In this Quantity Efmuller once orders it in the like
Cafe. Inthe College, Auguftan, and other Difpenfatories, the Quan-
tiry of Musk in the great Compolitions, fuch as the Confi Alkermes
Elecl. de Saffafras;, Conf. de Hyacinth. Conf liberans; Spec. leti-
ficans 3 Diarrbodon Abbat.; Diambr. ¢. od. &c. is very trifling; in

very
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of this cxcellent Drug, order it in much larger Quan-
titics 5 the ufual Dofe amongft them being the tenth
Part of an Ounce (4. In the Powder mention’d by
Dr. Fames, at the End of his Treatifc on the Cure
of the Bite of a mad Dog, which is {aid to have been
broughic from China, the Quantity of Musk in cach
Dofe is fixteen Grains, and two of thefc are order’d
to be taken at two Hours Diftance.

The Prefcription laft mentioned had, to my own
Knowledge, been given to feveral Perfons with great
Succefs: Two in particular; the one an Acquaintance
of mine, a Student at Oxford ; the other (¢) a Ser-
vant-Maid to Mr. Rggers, an Innkeeper in this City.

In

very few of them amounting to half a Grzin in a Dofe.  Schroder
makes the higheft Dofe of Musk four or five Grains. Lemery bu:
four Grains — Hermanaus gives five Grains; but his Commentator
Evecler gives grear Caution about its Ule: ¢ Crea Mofthi Ufum (fays
¢ he) caute procedere debomus , prefertim in Muiievibas. Sanguinem
< impetuofum admodum reddit, ¢» Haemorrbagias Nayium facile excie
¢ taz, And Funcker, Coufp. Therapie general. TaB. 18. feems
no: a jot lefs fearful of it. TFor, after he has toid us, thatit is won-
derfuily extoll’d in nervous Diforders, and many others, he 2dds emm—e
¢ Sed nota~dum eff in:crnum Hofechi Ufum, #ifi parcifﬁmus [ty fepe
¢ noxias Humerur: Commotiones inferre; caterum non adeo probatum,
¢ medum tam gravibus plerifque Malis fuperandis parem reperiri,) &c.&c.

(b; Vide Du Halde on the Phylic of the Chinefe.

fe) This Girl had besn bitten about 2 Year beiore the Sympioms
citne ony and hed, immediately atier the Bire, teken the viuai Pre-
caurions of being dipp'd in falt Warer, ¢e She continued well for
tne mnterval 3 bur, abour twelvefMonths after the Accident, the begen
s be duli, and 10 h:ve an exwremie Dread of the Confequences of the
£ire. The Parr where fhe was bitten {which was the lower Part of
the Cheek) began to give her great Pain, attenced with frequent con-
wulfive Catching theren: At lalk the Wound troke oug, and gleetad
« thin Ichor, with ail the Symprtoms meationed above,

c
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In both thefe the Symptoms of the Bite were come
ofi ; viz. an ichorous Gleeting from the Wouad,
with extreme Pain in the Part; frequent Convulfions,
and Subfultus Tendinums extreme Anxiety, Horror,
and Want of Slecep. After the fecond Dofe of the
Powders, each of them fell into a gentle Sleep, and
broke out into an univerfal breathing Swear, both
which continued for near eight-and-forty Hours (ex-
cept only whilft they were raking fome Refrethment) ;
after which time they awoke perfe@tly well ; their
Sores being healed, and they chearful, and free from
all Complaints. In all the Perfons (which are feve-
ral) to whom I gave thefe Powders, I conftantly found
them to have the {ame Effeéts; procuring Eafe, quiet
Sleep, and a copious Diaphorefis.

Thefe furprifing and fudden Effeéts I could not but
attribute, in a great meafure, to the Musk (becaufe
we well know, that the Cinnabar alone never pro-
duces the like) : And, from the Safety and great Suc-
cefs with which this large Quantity had been taken,
I faw little Reafon to be to fcrupulous or fearful
about its Ufe, as moft Authors appear to have been.
On the contrary; I was rather induced to think, that
it had hitherto been ufually under-dofed ; and that
very great Advantages might be expedted from ir, if
given in an increafed Quantity. Nor was it long
before I had an Opportunity of trying it in another
Cafe, where the Succefs juftified my Conjettures,
and morc than anfwered my utmoft Expectations.

Being called to a Patient at Bewd/ley, a Market-
Town in this County, I was defired by Mr. Malpas,
a very ingenious Apothecary of that Place, to vifita
poor Man there, who had lain fome time ill. 1

found
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I found him afli®ted with a terrible Hiccup, which
had continued on him four or five Days without a Mi-
nute’s Intermiffion ; fo that he had had no Sleep all
thistime. His Pulfe was cxceedidg quick, fmall, and
uncqual: The Blood, which had becu feveral times,
and in large Quantitics, taken from him before I faw
him, was cover'd with a prodigioufly thick buff Coat;
his Urine limpid; his Face of a leaden Rue, and
ghaftly : his Extremities cold, and cover'd with a
clammy Sweat ; and whenever the Hiccup return’d,
which it did at almoft cvery Infpiration, the Hypo-
chondria were ftrongly convulsd and drawn up-
wards. — Recolle&ting that Fuller rccommends his
Fulap. Mofchar. in the like Cafes (#), but thinkiug
the Quantity of Musk, therein prefcribed, too {mail
to be depended cnin one fo defperate (more efpecially
having before fcen the furprifing Succefs of a large
Dofc),I order’d him a Bolus compofed of Musk, Nitre,
Crabs-cycs, of each twclve Grains, Camphire one
G-ain,Mithridate a fufhicient Quantity; to be taken im-
mediately, and repeated in eight Hours, taking a Spoon-
ful or two of Fuller's Julap, occafionally, once in
two or three Hours. He had no fooner {wailowed
the Bolus, which I ftaid to {ce him take, than his

iccup

{d; In Febribus mali Moris, qua Vapores de'eterios ad Stomachum
[ePandunt 5 Spivitufyue labautes irvitant | in Coxfufnzes & Srafmes
adigunt ; &> Siaguitutd indc excitant 5 wsndum baclewss preffantivs
%svi Remediun: : aiquands enim divinitus Gccurvit, o5 Singsltuwn fupe-
rat. Utinzenne tamen fatear, tan funeftum boc ‘wpe notazieffe Syni-
proma, ut neque boc neque aliud quodiunque vel excogitave wel tuzvenire,
milsi adbuc dutum fit, quod Iiii par effer; fed totis licet Viribus certavi,
Fatis tamen fruftra obnifus fum.

Fuller. Pnarmacop. ex-emporan. {ub Tit. Fulap Mofchar.

Ee 2
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Hiccup ftopp’d: In lefs than an Hour, he broke out
irto a general breathing Sweat, and fell into a quiet
Slcep, which lafted fix or feven Hours, when he awaked
much refrefh’d.---- The Hiccup never return’d again,
but the Man foon recovered.

The next Perfon to whom I gave this Medicine
was a Gentleman, who had been iil eleven or twelve
Days of a petechial Fever, I found him delirious,
with convulfive Catchings in the Tendons; and an
Hiccup very frequent, and {o loud, that I very plainly
heard it at the Bottom of the Stairs, beforec I went
into his Chamber: His Pulfe was, at the {ame time,
very weak, but ecxceedingly quick. I immediately
order’d him a Bolus with ten Grains of Musk mixed
with Camphire (¢), as in the former Cafe; and ftay’d
an Hour by him to fee the Effe@ of it.—— In lefs than
two Minutcs the Hiccup left him ; in about half an
Hour his Skin grew moift, and foon after he fell into
a found Sleep. The Hiccup, asI was informed, re-
turned again the next Morning, though with much
lefs Violence; but both that, and the Subfultus Ten-
dinuwm went off intirely, upon a Repetition of the

Bolus,

(e) Tadded the Camphire mixed with Nitre, on account of the
Character given of it by Hoffmann ; but, upon further Experience, I
found the Musk fucceed as well withoutit. Hoffmann, | find, touches
upon the Virtues of this Drug, which he confiders as a Sedative : ---
¢ Sedantia_hac variis modis efficaciam fuam perficiunt. ----n Quadam
¢ Antifpafinodica Sulphmre quodam tenui waporofo ex Regno animali
¢ adeoque magis amico effetum perfequumtur ut Lumbrici terreftres,
¢ &ec. nec non Molchus & Zibethum, que in convulfivis ac epilepti-
cis Motibus, ac in ipfa etiam chronica Epilepfia, infigni cum Frulty
ufurpantar.

" o~

Med. rational. Syftemat. Tom. 3. Se?. 2. Chap. 7.
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Bolus, and never return’d again 3 fo that ia a few
Days he was abie to go out of his Chambers.

In thefe Perfonsthe Hircup was the Symptom thae
induced me to give the Musk 5 but, obferving that
this Convuifion, which, every one kuows, afforis
tuta meiancholy Proznoftic, was fo fpeedily rumovad
by ir; and that, in tae lait-mentionad, the Sudfultus
Tendinum 2llo gave Way to its [ have fince order'd
it in many otuer convuiiive Cafes, and alwais with
Saccefs. Ifhali mention two or three.—

About two Montis az0,1 was called to a Daughrer
of one Mr. Carter, Haberdather of Small-Wares in
Bewdley. She was about {even Years of Age, and
had been ill of a Fever (proceeding, as it was ima-
gined from Worms) for about four Weeks, At the
time I (aw her, the had been fenfclefs and fpeechicfs
for feveral Days; as I remember, not lefs than ten
or twelve. A great Parc of this Time fhe had had
firong Coavuliions, and counld fcarce {wailow any
thing at ail; fo that they cvery Hour cxpeéted her
Death. Mir. 4 —, the Apothecary, told me, Thar,
the Day before I faw her, {tic had had a gencral 7eza-
#us, her Joints being quite inflexible: When I faw
her, cvery Muicie was, by turns, convuis’d ; her
Head, in particular, was fo forcibly drawn back-
wards, as, at diferent times, to raife her Body from
off the Ded. — As fhe fwallowd with fo much
Dificulty, tiere was jittle Hope of givingher any Me-
dicine by tac Mouth ; I therefore ordered twelve Grains
of Musk, ground with Oil and Sugarto be mix'd with,
fome thin Broth, and thrown up by way of Clyfter 5
and this to bz repeated at two or three Hours Di-
ftance. Ia an Hour’s time after the ficlt Ciyiter, the

Coanvulfioas, as I was inform’d, manifcftly abated,
and
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and the fecond intirely removed them. After this the
Child graduaily recovered its Underftanding and
Speech, and isshow perfeétly well.

About the fame Time, I was called to a young
Girl in this Town, about ten Years of Age, who had
been feized with Convulfions about three Days be-
fore. At the Coming on of the Fit, the ufually com-
plain’d of a violent Pain in her Deily and Loins,
which, fhe faid, feem’d to draw her Bowels on an
Heap: Aficr this, the foon loft her Senfes, and was
varioufly convuls'd 5 not much unlike one in an epi-
leptic Fit.  'When the Violence of the Paroxyfim be-
gan to abate, and fhe a little recovered her Senfes,
{ne likened the Pain to a Sword running through
her. From the frft Seizurc, fhe had feldom had an
Hour’s Interval betwixt the Fits.——I order’d twelve
Grains of Musk to be given her in a Clyfter, which
was thrown up in the Decline of the Paroxy{m :
Upon this fhe inftantly recover’d, and has ncver been
fo affected finces proper Care being taken to re-
move the Stimulns which occafioned thefe Spafms.

Mr. Malpas, whom I have mentioned already, tells
me, That, fince he has fcen the good Effe@s of
Musk, he has twice tried it h'mfelf with great Suc-
cefs. —— A Gentleman’s Groom, having been kick’d
by a Horfe on the Piut of the Stomach, was thereby
immediately thrown into a violent Hiccup, with great
Difficulty of Breathing, and ii cefflant Reachings to
vomit, the Stomach and Diaphragm being greatly con-
vu fed.  After Bleeding, ¢&e. the Musk removed the
Hiccups, ¢ve. immediate;y.——The other Cafe is morc
remarkable : A Farmer's Wife in the Country, as fhe
fat at Tabie, was f(uddenly fciz’'d with an Inabi-

lity
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lity of {wallowing. She faid, When the Mecat or
Drink came to a certain Part of the Gulletr, fhe was
immediately affelted with the Senfation of a tight
Cord round her Ncck, which feemed almoft to firan-
gle her, (o thar fhe was obliged to throw her Food
back again. — As this was manifefily a Spafm of the
Oe¢fophagus and Mufcles of Deglutition, he order’d
her our Antifpafmodic, mixing two Scruples of Musk
(as T remember) in a fix-ounce Phial, and order'd her
to take this by Spoonstul. Several of the firlt Doies
fhe rejeéted, as the did other Liquids; bat, perceiv-
ing that the Diforder gradua'ly abated upon the Ufle
of this Medicine, the perfeverd in it, and, at laft,
could fwallow freely and cafily as before. This fingle
Bottle completed the Cure.

I could cite many more Inftances to the fame Pur-
pofc, both from my own Pragtice, and that of the
other Phyficians of this Piace, to whom I commu-
nicated my Obfervations.  One I cannot omit, which
my very learned and ingenious Friend Di. Mackenzie
has furnifh’d me with.  Ibeg Leave to tranferibe his
own Words:-- - ¢ Musk, (fays he) given, according
¢ to your Method, in a proper Dofe, that is, from fix
¢ Grains to fixteen, is the beft antifpaimodic Medi-
¢ cine that I know. The Efficacy of it in Hiccups,
¢ ariling from any nervous Diforder, (and not from
¢ any Wound or Infiammation) is {urprifingly great
¢ and fudden. Of many Inftances I have {ven, I thall
¢ only mention one:

¢ A young Lady, rcduced to an cxtreme Dezree
¢ of Weakncfs, by a flow walting Fever, attended
¢ with a great Diforder and Lownefs of Spirits, Lag,
¢ when 1 fieft faw her, the moft frequent Hiccup |

¢ ever
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ever heatd s it returning with every Infpiration. 1
order’d her a Doius with fix Grains of Musk, and
the Apothecary ftay'd to giveit. The Moment f(he
had fwzllowed ii, {ne {creamed out fo violently,
that fhe alarmed the whoic Houfe, and raifed fuch
¢ an Outcry, that Mr. Holyoake, of Henly in War-
¢ ‘wickfhire, the Apothecary, with all his good Senfe,
¢ found it difficult to compofe the Tumult. From
fcrecaming fhe feil into a laughing Fit: Soon after
¢ fhe grew calm, and fell into a Sleep, which lafted
¢ feveral Hours. The Hiccup ceafed from the Mo-
ment fhe took the Bolus: It returned fome Weeks
after from taking Cold, but was quickly removed
¢ by the fame Medicine.

Thofe who are acquainted with the learned Hoff~
MENT'S Wmm_,,, well know of what extenfive Ufe
Antiipafivodics are 5 and the Inftances here given, are,
as I imagine, futhcient to prove, that Musk isa Mc-
dicine of #ncemmon Efficacy in convulfive Diforders.
1 can boldly affirm, that, when given in its due Dofc,
it has ncver once fail'd my Expeétations. I have
fometimes indeed been obliged to repcat the Dolcs
three or four times; but it has always anfwerd at
latt, in all Cafes where I had Reafon to expeét it
thould. ------It is not bec imagined, {hat where the
Spafms proceed from any Stimulus fixed in a certain
Part, that Zhis or any other Medicine can abfolutely

care the Convulfion, if the Cauft be not removed /)

iJ)s
Jyet

[ f} The cectrated Hoffinana's Rules, regardi ing the Ule of Spe-
5, are mod corrainly jult, and ol neceftar iy hold in refpett io

I'.»s, as wel as any other: ¢ Monendum guod gium bac mfa {lc.

¢ Jpecific

P
&



[ 223 ]

yet I think it appears, from fome of the forcgoing
Hiftories, that, even without That, it may greatly

alleviate them, and gain Time for other Remedies.
Under the Quantity of {ix Grains I never found
much Effe& from it; but it fucceeds beft, when given
to ten, and upwards. In the larger Quantities, it
never fails to produce a mild Digphorefis, without
at all heating, or giving any Unecafinefs to the Pa-
tient (how much foever it has been decried by fome
Writers on thefe Accounts): On the contrary, it
raifes his Spirits, and eafes his Pains.  After the Sweat
breaks out, he commonly falls into a fweet refrefh-
ing Sleep. Some Perfons I have given it to have
obferved, that their Sweat is affefted with the Scent
of

¢ [pecifica Remedia) neutiquam Viribus polleant abfolutis, [ed relati-
¢ wis, & certis Conditionibus ac Civcumftantiis imitatis, in eoram Ul
¢ barum imprimis exquifita bhibenda fit Ratio, quo [peratus refpondeat
¢ Effectus. Deinceps [ingularis Efficacie bec quidem redle ufvrpata
¢ funt Remedia ; [ed nibil certe juvant, nifi prius Corpus fuerit pra-
¢ paratum y & Obftacula, qua Virtutem infringere aut impedire poffuut,
¢ remota. Hinc quands Sanguis in Venis redundat b prime Vie Sei-
¢ tina Sordium obfeffe, neceffe eft, ut Sanguis prius [ubtrabatur, &
¢ prima Corporis Regio a crudovum, bilio/srum, recrementitivium Suc-
¢ corum Saburra vepurgetur ac depleatur. %% Denizue in Specificorum Ul
¢ accommodo fervanda Mithodus; ita quidem, ut Artifex non [pluwm
¢ Tempus, Dofin, ac Rezimen teneat fed etiam quamdin iifdem infiften-
dum, & qua Victus ac Vivendi Ratio, fimul injungenda, exatle calleat.
Etenim medondi Methodus [pecialiffina, que wiicein Medentis Pii-
dentia, Fadicio, dilizenti Attentione, Meditatione, & Obfervations
Nature AHzrotastis confiftit, tanti ad ipfum Effeltum et Monepts,
ut ipfis Specificis & appropriatis [olis longe fit anteponcuda; & fine
ea, Remedia quantumzis egiezia, aliene o wifruttuofe {(nt Qpiia-
tionis 3 mec quicquam [olidi in Arte preftare poffint.  Et fwec guis
cungue [fudiofe obfervat omnia, is certe defiderato potictur Fine, qua-
tum [iilicet maly plus walet Ars wofira [aluraris?

Mcd. razional. Syftemat, Tvm. 3. Seéf. 2. Cop Y,
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of Musk. ---- When it is taken in rhe Quantities and
Manner orderd in the Prefcription mentioned by
Dr. Fames, the Sweat it procures is very copious,
and feldom goes off under thirty or forty Hours;
yet, tho’ it continues fo long, it gives not much
Fatigue to the Patient, on account of the eafy Slecp
and Spirits which the Medicine gives at the fame
time. In thefe refpedts, the Operation of Musk
much refembles that of Opzum ; but is, in This, much
preferable, that it leaves not behind it any Stupor or
Languidnefs, which the latter often does; fo that it
feems rather to approach what is faid of Oleum ani-
male. Musk, therefore, feems likely to anfwer in
thofe low Cafes where Sleep is much wanted, and
Opiates are improper.

I always chufe to give it in a Bolus, if that Form
be not difagreeable to the Patient; becaufe the
Perfume in that Way is not near fo ftrong as in any
other: Indeed when given in a large Quantity, it is
rather fetid than fragrant ; and I never yet met with
any hyfterical Perfon, how averfe foever to Perfumes,
but could take it in that Form without Inconve-
nience,

I cannot deny but I have once or twice prefcribed
Musk, and not found the ufual Succefs after repeated
Dofes; but this, upon a more exact Scrutiny, I found
was owing only to fome Sophiftication of that which
had been ufed: For, after having tried three or four
Dofes from one Shop without Succefs, upon fending
for the fame Quantity as had been before order'd,
from another Perfon, whofe Musk I had before ex-
perimented, I found the very firft Dofe anfwer as
ufual, ----- Indeed it is much to be lamented, that a

Medicine
3



[ 225 ]

Medicine of this Confequence fhould be {o liable to
Adulterations, and the Criteria of its Genuinenefs
fo ill fettled. It is therefore to be wifh’d, that fome
Gentleman, who has Skill and Leifure enough, would
oblige the World with an accurate Analy/is of it, and
fettle the Charateriftics of that which is genuine ;
difcovering, at the fame time, the Frauds and Arti-
fices, by which it is adulterated and counterfeited, and
a certain Method of detecting them : For, where the
Musk is not genuine, all that is hitherto faid will
prove but of little Service, either to the Patient or
Phyfician,

TWareefter, OFF. 21.
1744.

J. Wall.

1L

A Letter from Alex. Reid, Efy; 20 Dr. Wil-
mot, concerning the Effets of the Tonqui-
nefe Medicine.

Dear Sir, London, Nov. s. 1745.

AS your Zeal and Abilities for promoting the Good
of Mankind are my principal Inducements, they
muft be my only Apology, for troubling you with
the following Account of what I know concerning
the internal Ufe of Musk in large Quantities.
About 15 Years ago, I learn’d in China, that the
Tonquinefe had an infallible Cure for the Bite of a

mad Dog ; and, being very defirous of poffefling fo
Ff 2 valuable
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valuable a Recipe, 1 was, two or three Years after,
favoured with it by the late Mr. Hart.

They take of the beft Musk about {ixteen Grains;
of the purclt native Cinnabar, and fineft Vermilion,
each about twenty-four Grains; and, having reduced
them feparately to impalpable Powders, mix and ad-
minifter them in abour a Gill of Arrack ; which, in
two or three Hours, generally throws the Patient into
a found Sleep, and Perfpiration ; if not, they repeat
the Dofe, and think the Cure certain.

As I had no room to doubt the Fa&, 1 began to
confider artentively the Symptoms of the Diftemper,
and the Nature of the Remedy. The former fcem’d
to proceced immediately from the Irritations of the
Nerves by the Acrimony of the Juices ; which, being
conftantiy and violently hurried about, are, by that
Motion, and the Hcat attending ir, broken, colli-
quated, and graduaily rendered rancid, putrid, corro-
five, and even cauflic: In the mean time, the Nerves,
being mere and miore veliicated by the increafing
Sharpnefs of the Humours, become proportionabiy
more rigid and confiritted ; at once augmenting the
*clocity of the Blood, and fhutting up ail the Pores
and Paffages of the natural Excretionsand Sccretionss
while what {hould, but cannot, pafs off by them, ex-
z(perates the Diforder, tiil the Juices become {o cor-
rofive and <auftic, asto produce mostal Convulfions.

Believing this Theory to be juft, o far as it goes,
1 readily cencluded, that-a Medicine capabie of relax-
‘ing the mervous Syfem could not fail of relieving
it from the above-mention’d Effe@ts of Lrritatien, and
thereby putting a Stop to ‘Convalifions, opening the
wonflrited Pafloges of Natare, -moderating the Vele-
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city of the Blood, and procuring Sleep; imagining
alfo, that, by the famc foothing Quality, the Juiccs
themfelves might, not improbably, be rcndered more
mild and innocent when impregnated with the Medi-
cine. And fuch a Medicine 1 judged Musk to be,
on account of its known, and almoft inftantancous,
Effeéts on Perfons of a lax Habit; whofe Nerves are
fo fuddenly flacken’d, and the Motion of their Blood
fo diminifhed by the lealt Smell of it, that many of
them faint away : Befides, its Odour is fo exceedingly
fubrile, as to penetrate thro’ the clofeft Subftancess
and may therefore be fuppofed cafily to pervade the
minuteft Veflels of the human Body, and to diffufe
its foftening balfamic Virtue thro’ all the Juices
thercof.

The Arrack feemed alfo a very proper Vehicle for
the Musk; not only as thcy make together a very
agreeable Bitter, but alfo becaufe inflammable Spiries
refift Putrefa@ion, and alfo, in fome meafure, coagu-
late animal Juices, which are not alrcady corrupted ;
by which Effeéts the too much rarefied Blood is con-
denfed, and hindered from putretying furcher s while
the -bad Juices, being feparated from ‘the found, arc
plentifully thrown off by the Paflages, which the
Musk has relaxed, and opened for them. The native
Cinnabar feem’d to be fufficiently recommended by its
known Ufesin Phyfic,againft Acrimony, Obftru&tions,
and Convulfions: But of the Vermilion I can only
fay, That tho’ it be a Preparation of the {former,
yet, as the Tonguinefe fcem to think its Virtue dif-
derent, it were to be wilked, that we knew their
Method of preparing it, in which they <crtainly
gxcel

After
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After I had long confidered and examined thefe
Principles in my Mind, I fatisfied myfelf, that they
might juftly be applied to many other Cafes; and
that the Medicine would be of cfpecial Service in
malignant putrid Fevers, and Convulfions : And hav-
ing, in the Year 1739. contracted with the Govern-
nient for the Tranfportation of Convi&ts, I commu-
nicated my Opinion to Mr. David Rofs, an inge-
nious and fenfible Surgeon, whom I had employed
to take care of their Healths; and prevail’d on him
to make the Experiment in a very defperate Cafe;
for 1 did not carc to venture on any other. Pleafe,
in the mean time, to obferve, that, as Tonguin
Vermilion was not to be had, Ifubflituted an cqual
Quantity of fa&itious Cinnabar in its ftead, and fome-
times gave Rum or Brandy inftead of Arrack; in
other Things I generally adher’d to the original Pre-
fcription.

CasEe I

In December 1739. two Convilts in Newygare
were at the fame time very ill of the putrid, infec-
tious, malignant Fever, commonly call’d the Gao/
Diftemper.  All the ufual Methods of Practice hav-
ing been tried in vain, their Condition appcar'd to
be quite defperate.  One of them died in the Even-
ing, and the other was not expeéted to f{urvive till
Morning, being covered with flat petechial Spots,
and delirious. Mr. Rofs thercfore -adminiftred to
him the above defcribed Medicine about ¢ or 10
o' Clock at Night ; and, next Morning, to his great
Surprize, found him quite frce from the Fever, cat-
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ing Water-gtuel, and crying out for Meat, after hay-
ing {lept well, and perfpired plentifully. The Spots
on his Skin rofe, and the next Day fcaled off.

Case 1l

Soon after this, a Convi&, who had lived in good
Credit, laid his Condition fo much to Heart, and
drank fo freely of fpirituous Liquors to drown his
Care, that he fell into a violent Fever. He was on
the Mafter’s Side, where his Relations look’d after
him; fo'that I heard nothing of his Cafe till it was
very defperate. He was delirious to a high degree,
and had Catchings in his Hands and Face. He took
the above Medicine at Night, flept and perfpired well,
and next Morning waked intirely free from his Dxf-
temper, excepting that he had fuch a Tremor left in
his Hands, that he could not carry a Glafs to his Head ;
on which account ] ordered him a fecond Dofe, and
he was perfeétly cured.

Encouraged by thefe Succefles, we adminifter'd the
Medicine to a great many other Tranfports, who ‘had
the Gaol Dz/h’mper 5 and generally found it to have
the {ame falutary Effe@ts ; more efpecially where the
Patients were delirious or convulfed 5 as can be at-
tefted by Mr. Lourzil, Apothecary, who made up
the Medicines for my Surgeons; and was himfelf a
Witnefs of feveral furprifing Cures perform’d by it .
Nor did I-ever hear of any bad Effects from it.

{CASE
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Case lIL

M. Rofs, the Surgeon above-mentioned, having
caught the Gao!/ ‘Diftemper, by attending thofe who
were fick of it on board, camec athore at Gravefend,
and defired me to provide another Surgeon; for that
he was fo ill he could not go the Voyage. He was
blooded, and took 16 Grains of Musk in a Glafs of
Rum, without the Cinnabars, which were net to be
had afhore, nor eafily to be fetch’d from on beard.
This was at Night; he flept, perfpird, and waked
about 10 in the Morning fo well, that he went on
board direétly, and continued his Voyage.

Case IV.

Encouraged by many Inftances of the firft Cafe, I
ventured, about three Years ago, to give half the
Tonguin Dofe (but without the Spirits) to my own
Child, then about three Years old, who was feized
with the Small-Pox and Convulfions. She flept found,
and perfpired plentifully after it: The Small-Pox
rofe kindly, and fhe did very well, having never had
a fingle Fit of Convulfion fince, though extremely
fubjc& to frequent and dangerous oncs before.

CaseE V.

About two Years ago, Mr. Rofs gave much the
fame Dofe to my Servant’s Child, who was then about
cight Months oid, and had Catchings in her Hands,
occafion’d by a violent Tecth -Fever. She flept, per-

fpired, and waked perfeé&tly well.
Case
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Case VI

About the fame time, Mr. Gordon, a Clergyman,
who lived near Greenwich, having come from thence
to London with a Fcver upon him, became quite
dclirious, if he was not fo before he fet out. Mr.
Rofs gave him the Tonquin Remedy, which made
him flecp and perfpire, fo that by next Morning he
was perfetly cured.

Case VII

A Lady of my Acquaintance, being very fubject
to violent hyfterical Convulfions, was feized with a
Fit, as I fat at Supper with her about three Years ago,
by which every Part of her Body was terribly agi-
tated. Happening to have in my Pocket a Bolus
made of the Musk and Cinnabars, I bruifed it in the
Palm of my Hand, and clapp'd it to her Nofe, which
fuddenly relicved her. I left it with her, and fhe has
fince told me, that fthe never goes abroad, nor to
Bed, without it.

Case VIIIL

Obferving the Efficacy of this Medicine in
curing “Deliriums, 1 conceived that it would be
of Ufe againft Maniacal Diftempers; and happened,
about two Half-years ago, to fay fo, in the Pre-
fence of a Gentleman of Oxford, whofe Son had
been, for fome time, exceedingly difordered in his
Senfes, by a Difappointment in Love ; being unable
to fleep, refufing Suftenance, and attempting to throw
himfelf out of the Windows of a high Room where

Gg he
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he was confin’d.  The Father begg’d me to give him-
the Recipe, and aflured mc he would make ufe of it,
as the Mcthods formerly tried had proved unfuc.
cefsful,  He foon rcturned me a Letter of Thanks,
acquainting me, That the Medicine had made his Son
flccp found for 23 Hours, that he had perfpised plenti-
fully, and waked in his Sen(es. ¥ have fince heard,
that he continues well, and, from a Skelcton, is
grown fat.

Case IX.

A particular Friend of mine went mad about a
Year and half ago, by too intenfe Thinking. I men-
tion’d the preceding Cafe tQ Dr. Armffrong and Mr.
Fergufon, who attended him ; and, with their Appro-
bation, gave him Musk, native and fa&titious Cinna-
bar, of cach a Scruple, in about a Gill of Arrack.
In about three Hours, he fcll, or feem’d to fall, afleep s
upon which, fuppofing the Medicine had taken Ef-
fed, we left him: Bur, foom after we were gone, he
waked; and, next Day, (eeming very little, if at all,
better, was removed to a private Mad-houfe. There
nothing clfe was done to him; but at Night he flept
toierably well, appeared much better next Day, and
continued mending, till he was in a little time quite
well, as he is now. How much of this Cure may
be auributed to the Mecdicine I do not know, as it
did not operate immediately, nor in the ufual Man-
ner. I 'mention it chiefly to thew, that even twenty
Grains of Musk had no dad Effc& upon him, if they
had not a goed onc. ‘

I Case
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Case X.

Not long after, Mr. Loaztit and I gave the {ame
Dofe to a Gentiewoman, whofe Brain had long been
turn’d by religious Terrors, which firlt affected her
about the Time that her Menfes ceafed. I was, at
firft, furprifed to find her fuddenly become quite gen-
tle, obliging, and reafonable; but thefe good Effeés,
as fhe flept bur little, went off next Day, and fhe
foon appeared neither better nor worfe than fhe was
before; and in the fame Condition fhe flill conti-
nues: So that neither in this Cafe did the large Dofe
of Musk do any Mifchief.

Thefe, Sir, are fome of the many Experiments
made with the above recited Prefeription by myfelf,
and the Surgeons under my Direltion. You may
depend on the Facts as near as I can recolle& them ;
and if you defire to be further fatisfied, Mr. Louztiz,
my Apothecary, and Mr. Mackenzie, one of my Sur-
geons, now in Town, fhall wait upon you. Giveme
Leave only to obferve, that, where I thought the Cafe
required it, I have given as far as 24 Grains of Musk
to Conviéts, and never found any ill Effe&s from it,
tho’, on fome Occafions, it difappointed my Hopes.
Whether there was any Error in aitering the Tonquin-
efe Proportions, the Caufe of which I cannot recolle&,
or whether the Medicine would have fucceeded in the
Inftances where it mifcarried, had the original Pre-
fcription been kept to, and repeated as directed, I
leave to your Judgment and Experience.

Gg 2 But
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But I cannot help asking your Opinion and beg-
ging you to confider, Whether, upon the Whole,
the Virtues of this Medicine may not reafonably be
thought to cxtend to many other Cafes; and parti-
cularly to the Epilepfy and Plaguc. But, whatever
Judgment you may form of the Medicinc which com-
mon Good-will to my Fellow-creatures obliges me
to recommend to your Thoughts, I intreat, and hope,
you will pardon my Prefumption in going fo far be-
yond my own Province; fecing I fhall always be, with
the higheft Efteem, and fincercht Refpe&,

Dear Sir,
Tour moft obliged, and

and moft} obedient Servant,

Andr. Reid.

XIX. De Planta minus cognita, & hacenus
non defcripta, Commentarius: Auctore
Gulielmo Watfon, REGIE SorETATIS SoO-
dale.

GEASTER Volve Radiis & Operculo
elevatis.

Read in Englith G’"AS TE R appellatur plantarum ge-
/B;i p;:ndxz:;? nus a Michelio conltru€um ; cujus
dlterations. quinque fpecies accuratiflimusidem
audtor detexit, atque in tra&tawu (o de novis plantarum

generibus



